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FLASHES OH MERRIMENT. 


AN Iriſhman ſpeaking of ſuicide ſaid, the only way 
to ſtop it was making it puniſhable with dearth. 
An Iriſhman angling in the rain, was obſerved to 
keep his line under the arch of a bridge: upon being 
aſked the reaſon, he gave the following erh By 
_ Jaſus, all the fiſhes will be after crouding there in order 
to keep out of the wet. 15 5 3 
An Iriſh ſervant enquiring after Lieutenant Jones, 
among other deſcriptions added, he was either nephew 
or niece to Colonel Webb. © © | | 

A lady reproving a gentleman *during the late hard 
froſt for ſwearing, adviſed him to leave it off; ſaying it 
was a very bad habit. Very true,” anſwered he, but 
at preſent it is too cold to think of parting with any 
habit, bei ever bl. | 
A gentleman having received a letter from Ireland, 
informing him his mother was married again; © Blood and 


.  houns, ſays he, I hope ſhe won't have a ſon older than 


me; if ſhe has, by Jaſus, I ſhall be cut out of the eſtate. 
A drummer exeCuting his duty on an Iriſh recruit, 
who was to receive a Certain number of laſhes, the fellow, 
as is euſtorgary, cried out, Strike high :? the drummer, 
who alſo was an Iriſhman, deſirous of obliging his coun- 
tryman, did as he was requeſted ; but the man ſtill con- 
tinued to roar out through pain, the drummer was of- 
fended : * The devil burn you, ſays he, there's no 
pleaſing you, ſtrike where one will l ; 1 
| A clown 
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maſter behaved I ſup 


= 
< 


him to 


eltates, many cf which he Had mortgaged for part of the 
Þurchaſe-money, added, And what is more, they are 

all of my own creation George drily obſerved to him, 
that to make all perfect there muſt be a redimer as well 


A failor 


as a creator. 
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 JESTS, JOKES, A 
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A clown in Berkſhife employed to draw timber from a 


wood, met with an oa trunk of ſo large a fize, that the 
| tackle he made uſe of to place it on the carriage broke 


twice on the trial, Hodge flung his hat on the ground, 


and ſcratching his head with much vexation, exclaimed, 
Damn the hogs that didn't eat thee when thee was an 


acorn, and tHeh I ſfot'dn't have had this trouble with thee.” 
A certain bruiſing parſon being examined at the Old 
Bailey, the Counſel, according to cuſtom, attempted to 
brow beat him 1 think you are the bruiſing parſon, 
ſays he: I am, anſwered the divine; and if you 


doubt it, come out of Court, and T1 give it you from 


under my hand!“? . _ 
Anegro, in the Iſland of St. Chriſtopher, had ſo cruel a 
maſter, that he dreaded the fight of him. After exereiſing 
much tyranny among his ſtaves, the planter died, and left 

lis ſon heir to his eſtates. Some Thort time after his death, 
a gentleman meeting the negro, aſked him how his young 
| echaveds ſuppoſe,” fays he, he's a chip of 
the old block?“ 9, 15, f the negro, Maſſa be all 
block himſel. 3 5 

A lover of muſic having bored a friend who called on 


bim with a number of ſonatas on the fiddle, obſerved to 
is friend that they were all of them Vvery'"dificult : his 


friend, who did not love 'muſic, drily replied, © I wiſh 
they had all been zmofible * 

A dragoon was ſhot in Dublin for deſertion and taking 
away his horſe and accoittrements at the ſame time. 
When on his trial, an'officer aſked Him what could induce 
take his horle away? To which he replied * hie 
Tan away With him.” = * What, faid the officer, did 


22 
24 


Fou do with the Wa you fold him for?” = That, 
| 8 ale your honour, faid t 


| ir, laid the fellow, with the utmoſt in- 
iference, * pan aWvay töb © © 


he P. 6f Norfolk boaſting to George Selwyn of his 


* 


˖ ö 2 


„ v3 


— „53 „„ 


1 "EXP 


— * 


* 


— — ———w— 
A ſailor on board a ſhip being frequently drunk. the 


Captain aſſured him the next time he was guilty of that 


offence, he ſhould be puniſhed ; and forbid the purſer 


to let him have any liquor : ſtiortly after, the ſailor ap- 
peared very drunk ; how he got the liquor ho one could 


tell; the Captain reſolved to find it out; ſo promiſed to 
forgive him if he would tell how he got the liquor : after 
ſome heſitation, he hiecup'd out, Whys and pleaſe your 


honor, I tapp'd the Governor; by which he meant, he 
had ſtolen ſome of the arrack, in which the body of an 


Eaſt India Governor lay embalmed, and was eoming 


home to be buried in England. 5 
While taking a walk in my garden one morning, in 
company with General A——, he told the following 


anecdote, which may prove an uſeful leſſon to all ofi- 


cers: At the ſiege of Liſle, .in Queen Ann's time, upon 
an attack of ſome of the out-works, the grenadiers of the 
15th regiment of foot, were 'obliged to retire, by the 


ſpringing of a mine, or by the ſuperiority of the:enemy's 


fire. In this retreat the Lieutenant of theſe grenadiers 
remarkable for his ill treatment of them, was wounde 


and fell. The grenadiers were paſſing on, nor heeded : 


his entreaties to help him off. At laſt he laid hold of a pair 
of {hoes that were tied to the waiſt-belt of one of them 
the grenadier, regardleſs of his ſituation, and in refent- 
ment of his former ill uſage, took out a knife from his 
pocket, with which he cut the ſtring, and left 5 1 
with him, with this remarkable expreſſion: There ! 
there is a new pair of ſhoes for you, to carry you to hell 
Had this unhappy man, by his good behaviour, gained the 


love of his men, every one of tem would have, perhaps, 


riſked his own life to haye ſaved that of his officer. 
A A gentleman, who had been in the Eaſt Indies, ſaying 
it was cuſtomary there to bury the dead within 24 hours 


after their deceaſe, an Triſh lady prefent, obſerved, 


* She hoped ſhe ſhould not ie in India, as In that eaſe 
fhe ſhould run a riſque of being buried ae. 
On the firſt of May, when debates ran high again the 
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influence of the crown, and the patriots inſiftgd much 


on the majeſty of the people, George Selwin happening, 
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LC A RANTS , 


with ſome friends, to meet a party of chimney-ſweepers 
boys, decorated with gilt paper, &c. exclaimed, * I have 
often heard of the majeſty of the people, but never before 
had tlie pleaſure of ſecing any of the young princes. 
In Suffolk, black puddings made in guts are called 
liaks. When George the Second landed at Harwich, it 
was ſo dark that lights were thought neceſſary. The 
officer going before enquired of the landlady of the inn, 
if ſhe had any flambeaux: being anſwered in the nega- 
tive, he aſked her if ſhe had any inte; Aye, that I 
haye, ſaid ſhe, © and ſome as good as his Majeſty ever 
eat in all his life!“ ** 

When Lord Harrington was on his death bed, many of 
his miſtreſſes came to ſee him; among the reſt, one being 
very ſolicitous about his health, and begged admittance; 
the was told as a reaſon for the denial, that his Lordſhip 
had juſt received the /acrament; to which ſhe anſwered, 
ſuppoſing it ſome kind of phyſic, © That ſhe would wait 
patiently till it had worked off” ae 

Captain Blake, well krown for his many Iriſh bulls, 
once being in company where ſome young officers were 
talking lightly on religious ſubjects, he was obſerved to 
treat them with apparent uneaſineſs; at length one of 
them mentioning the Devil in rather a ludicrous manner, 
he jumped out of his chair, and inſiſted on his leaving off 
that indecent diſcourſe, ſwearing, by Jaſus, the Devil 

was an improper ſubject for mirth, being the fourth per- 
ee 55 

Captain B being extremely ill, and almoſt dead for 
want of reſt, it was thought expedient to give him an 
opiate: while it was preparing, his diſorder being at a 

eriſis, he fell into a profound ſleep; his friend who at. 
tended him, ſeeing the ſtate he was in, ſhook him vio- 
lently, exclaiming, © Arrah! my good friend, don't be 
after ſleeping now, but wait till you have taken your 
| fleeting flu _ 15 b ; | 

, Joe certify, That I, Daniel O*Flanigan, am not 
the perſon who ſtole a Cheſhire cheefe on Monday laſt 
and I atn ready to give 2o guineas to any one that will 
lay tne 50 that I am the other man that goes by my name. 

5 Enſign 


proffered reward o 
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Enſign B——, an Iriſh officer, overtaking ſome ladies 
walking in the Park, thus addreſſed them, Arrah, ladies, 
by my ſoul, I have been after following you this hour, 
and could not meet you before.” 8 
The firſt regiment of foot, or royal Scots, are jocularly 
called Pontius Pilates guards, a certain officer, very apt to 
cut jokes, ſeeing a very old ſerjeant of that corps, during 
a total eclipſe of the ſun, drily aſk'd him, Pray, Serjeant, 
was it much darker at the crucifixion ? _ e 
Tom Allen, the little celebrated City Jeſter ts the Lord 
Mayor of London, being deſired by his Lordſhip to retire 
with him to the Egyptian Hall, replied, Yes, an pleaſe 
your worſhip, but you go firff and V1] go before? | 
Il want a Young Man's Companion, ſays Albert Manroe 
_ a bookſeller; then here's my daughter, replied the 
other. 5 e 
An lriſh woman, on being aſked how large the Phœnix 
park was, replied, Och, Honey, it is as big round as 
20 miles lung. . 3 : 
Mr. Wilkes going to the chop-houſe in Paternoſter-row 
with a friend, in order to ſee the humours of the place, 
ſeated himſelf near a purſe-proud Cit, who almoſt ſtunned _ 
roaring for his fake, as he called it; Mr. Wilkes, in the 
mean time, aſking him ſome common queſtions, received 
a very brutal anſwer, the feat coming at that inſtant; 
Mr. Wilkes turned to his friend, ſaying, See the differ- 
ence between the city and the bear garden; in the latter, 
the bear is brought to the fate; but here the Feat is 
brought to the bear. ON 
A child of fix years of age, being introduced, into com- 
pany for his extraordinary abilities, was aſked by an emi- 
nent dignified Ft heme where God was? with the 
| an orange. * Tell me, replied the 
boy, where he is not? and I will give you two f 
One of the King's ſoldiers in the civil wars, being full 
of zeal and liquor, itaggered againſt a church, and clap- 
ping the wall of it repeatedly with his hand, hiccupped 
out, P—n you, you b—h, never fear—VIl ſtand by 
you to the laſt? 1 „ 
At the aſſizes of Caernarvon, where Judge Barrington 
N preſided, 


Wess, JOKES, AND 
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Preſided, a ſimple Welſhman was tried fer ſome petty 
offence. The Judge, in an auſtere manner, aſked him, 
What are you? To which the culprit replied, in his 
ſhire manner. My Lord, I was ſell ale by the pound 
* Eh, fays the Judge, not hearing him diftinly, * How 
40 you do, my friend P © Preity well, naa your Lord. 
HB, I hope you are well, rephed the ruſtic, with ſuch a 
fAimplicity in his manner, that threw the court into a fit of 
laughter that laſted for a quarter of an hour. His Lord- 
ſhip was as merry as the reſt, and leaned to his caſe in ſuch 
a manner that he was acquitted. ee Gs 
On Chyiſtmas eve a. poor infirm old man went into a 
thop in the Seyen Dials, which, from the fimilarity of the 
$gn of three muffins, he miſtook for the three balls of a 
pawnbroker, and offered a trifling article for a ſmall ſum, 
which he ſaid was to relieve immediate want. Fortunately 
a certain amiable demirep in the neighbourhood of Soho, 
Was at the fame time purchaſing tea provender, who, 
while the ſhopman was explaining the miſtake, gave the 
aged object two guincas. The poor man looked up to 
her with tears and aſtoniſhment ; but before he could re- 
pollect himſelf to thank her, ſhe ran out of the ſnop. 
Ve fat and greaſy puritans ! was not this an act of gene. 
xolity and charity, worthy the imitation of your moſt reli- 
giqus moments??? 17 
The Duke of D —, on his return from Hyde-Park 
this morning, ſaid he met with Lord Cheſterfield in a very 
$ckly. tate, taking ihe air in his carriage; they had not 
converſed many minutes, when Fcote rode up to enquire 
after his Lordſhip's health. © Well, Sam, ſays the witty 
Earl, © what part do you play to-night ? Lady Dow- 
ager Whitfield*,” replied the wag. © I am going to cut 2 
Teure myſelf, ſays his Lordſhip. * You haye long cut 
a ſplendid figute, my Lord. ſays Foote, It may be ſo, 
Gays his Lordſhip, with a ſmile, but I am now, Sir, re- 
hearfing the principal charger in the Funeral. 3 
The wife of a farmer on my eſtate near Richmond 

Was taken in labour; the farmer wiſhed for à ſon, and 


- * Mother Cale inthe Minor, 


waited 
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waited in the next room for the intelligence: it proved 
a boy, and the man jumped from his chair, and clapped 
his hands with ecſtaſy, A few minutes after the maid 
ſervant came in, and ſaid her miftreſs was delivered of 
another child, a five girl: * A girl, ſaid the farmer with 
aſtoniſhment, well, well, we muſt endeavour to give it 
a bit of bread.” A ſhort while after the girl appeared 
again, and told him her miſtreſs was delivered of a love= 
ly boy! © what, another child! ſaid the farmer, almoſt 
frantic, with ſurpriſe, * dn it, Nanny, is your miſtreſs: 
While a failor's ſentence was pronouncing, who com- 
mitted a robbery on the highway, he raiſed a piece of 
rolled tobacco to his mouth, and held, it between his 
teeth, When the ſentence was finiſhed, he bit off a 
piece of the tobacco, and began to chew it with great 
unconcern, — *Sirrah P ſaid the judge, piqued at the 
man's indifference, * do you know that you are to be 
hanged ſhortly ?? * So L hear, ſaid the ſailor, and ſquirt- 
ing a little tobacco juice from his mouth at the ſame 
time, — Do you know, rejoined the judge, where 
you ſhall go when you die ? — © I cannot tell, indeed, 
en't pleaſe your honour,” ſaid the ſailor. — Why then, 
cried the judge, with a tremendous voie, I will tell 
you— you will go to hell! Then, my lord, I hope L 


5 


thall have the pleaſure of your company there. 


Philips, the noted Harlequin, was taken up in London 85 5 | 


for ſuſpicion of debt, and dealt with the honeſt officer in 
the following manner : — He firſt called for liquor in 
abundance, and treated all about him, to the no ſmall. 
joy of the bailiff, who rejoiced in having acalf that bled 
ſo well, (as they term it). Harlequin made the honeſt 
bailiff believe that he had ſix dozen of wine ready 
pack'd up, which he would ſend for to drink while in 
_ cuſtody, and likewiſe allow fixpence a bottle for drinking 
it in his own chamber. Shoulder. dab likened to the pro- 
poſal with pleaſure. The bailiff went to the place, as 
directed, and returned with joy, to hear that it ſhould 
be ſent in the morning early. Accordingly.it came by a 
porter, ſweating under his 85 : the turnkey IN 
2 9 | ES 18 


© 3 


JESS, — AND . 
his maſter, and told him the ame; ii kawppr were 
come in: © Very well” lays he, then let nothing but 
the porter and hamper out.” The porter performed his 
paart very well; came heavily in with an empty hamper, 

and ſeemed to go.lightly out with Philips on his back. 
He was d{-hampered at an ale houſe near the water-fide, 
croſſed the Thames, and ſoon after embarked for Ireland. 


— He was very fond of this trick, and would take pride in 


his project, which was contrived long before he was taken, | 
to be ready on ſuch an emergency. 
An Iriſhman at an aſſize in Corke, was r for 
felony, before Judge Monteney. He was aſked who he 
would be tried by ? — © By no one, by ]J—s,* ſays he. 
Ihe jaylor deſired him to ſay, by God and his country. 
2 .d d— my own f—l if I doP fays Paddy, for I 
| dos 't like it all at all, my dear + What's that you ſay, 
honeſt man ?? ſays the judge —* See there now, ſays the 
criminal, his lordſhip, long life to him, calls me an 
honeſt man, and why ſhould I plead guilty ? What 
do you fay ? ſays the jugde in an authoritative voice 
I fay, my lord, I won't be tried by God at all at all, for 
he knows all about the matter, but Iwill be tried by your 
lordſhip and my country.T 5 
I was riding one day on Richmond- hill, when L ob- 
ſerved a houſe delightfully fituated ; I aſked. a gentleman 
who rode beſide me, whoſe houſe it was? who informed 
me it belonged to a card-maker. Up on my life, ſaid 
I, one would imagine all this man's dards turned up 
trumps. My companion laughed heartily, and declared 
it was the beſt bon mot he ever heard in his life. 

When I was a boy, I was very fond of my bed; my 
father came into my bed- chamber one morning, and 
ſeemed. angry with my ſleeping ſo long, ſaying, the ſan 
had been up above three hours. That's no great won- 
der, Sir,” ſaid I; if I had as many miles to travel to- 
day as the ſun has, I would have riſen as ſoog as him.” * 
My father left me with a mile, and ſeemed highly de- 
lighted with the reply. F 
A certain new. created lord, "ie 41 a well-known 

bookſeller's hop, at the W end of che town, a diſſipated 


young 
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young Pr drove by i in a high phaeton, 
and ſix as remarkable horſes. Struck with the rant en- 

ſemble of ſuch a groupe, his Lordſhip aſked, * What ſtrange 

figure that was!?“ —* Oh, my Lande ſays Type, in the 
true family pronunciation, that is the celebrated Lord 
„who hath long figured away in the walks of 
faſhion and extravagance.— Ah, replied the peer, © we 
have got ſtrange kind of lords now a- days. Indeed, my 
Lord, ' replied Type, without ever meaning to be 7 
ed, you may ſay that.“ | 

15 the war in Flanders, when the: Earl of Stair was 
commander in Chief, after a ſevere battle, which laſted 


from morning till evening, and terminated in favour of 


the Britiſh troops, a veteran ſoldier, exceſsively fatigued, 
was reſting on his arms, and looking very grave ;. Lord 


Stair coming by, aſked him why he looked ſo dull? 


Pull! your honour, Lam not dull; I am only thinking 


what A damned hard day's work I have done for a 
roat?” 

. The late Earl of Chatham, who bore no good- will 
to a certain phyſician, was rallying him one day about 
the inefficacy of his preſcriptions. To which the doctor 
replied, * He defied any of his patients to find fault with 
him. I believe you, * the witty Earl, — . they 
are all dead P 

The late Lord Hawke, when a young man, was preſſed 
very much by a taylor to diſcharge a debt which he was 
at that time unable to pay. You know, taid Mr. 
Buckram, * my bill is very long, and frightful to think of. 
© D—nit, replies the blunt tar, don t threaten me with 
your 2; my talons will prove a match for your bill 
any hour P 


C— 13 who has for ſome time ſtyled himſelf the 


Man of the People, and who is now ſo much attached 
to Mrs. R—, the celebrated demirep, was obſerved in 
her carriage by Mr. S——, who wittily obſerved to ſome 
gentlemen at Arthur's, The connection was perfectly 
right; the Man of the People, and no other, thould be 
Ciciſbeo to the Woman of the People 
The ' Marchionefs Of C=——, on being detected. in her 
| * e 
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amour with Mr. B———, requeſted her maid would 
keep it a ſecret, and if the other ſervants knew it, ſhe beg- 
ged ſhe would bribe them into ſecreſy, for which ſhe gave 
her four guineas, faying at the ſame time, if her mamma 
heard of it, ſhe was an undone woman | To which the 
girl ſmartly replied, * That could not be, for her ladyſhip 


. 


was an undone woman already!“ 
Garrick was ſo vain a creature, that if he handed you 
a tea. cup, or glaſs, you muſt take it as a great condeſcen- 
ſion. He had a trick of calling, in a loud voice, to- a 
friend at ſome diſtance in the ſtreet, and telling him with 
great pompcſity, he would do him the honour of a vifit: a 
wag happening to paſs when he made uſe of one of theſe 
ſalutations, called it a viſit in perſpective! | | 
When the Speaker of the Iriſh Houſe of Commons was 
in London laſt ſummer, an Iriſh lad, the ſon of one of his 
tenants, whom he had juſt taken from the plough-tail, 
accompanied him in the character of an under footman; 
his maſter, who lodged at the bottom of Norfolk Street, 
ſent him one day to call a hackney coach; in a few mi- 
nutes he appeared with the carriage, having taken one of 
the horfes by the reins, and led them to the door. The 
Speaker naturally expreſſed his ſurpriſe at the abſence of 
the coachman ; to which the fellow ſimply replied, * The 
devil a word your honour ſaid to me about a coachman, 
you only told me to bring a coach, and ſure I found an 
ocean of them at the top of the ſtreet'*® However, 
Paddy went back to look for the man, who had juſt miſſed 
his carriage, and ſeemed almoſt diſtracted at the circum- 
ſtance ; on obſerving his whip in his hand, he went up to 
him, and ſeized him by the collar, ſaying, © Sure enough, 
I believe you are the man my maſter ſent me for—now, 
bad manners to you !—who do you think will ride in 
your coach, without ſomebody to drive the horſes ?“ 
and immediately brought him to his maſter, where itis 


* At the top of Norfolk-flreet in the Strand, there is a 
large ſtand for coaches; at this time the ſons of the whip were 
all at dinner in the neighbouring public houſe, . 125 6 

| „„ e . | hardly 


m 


has 


' FLASHES OF MERRIMENT. 


— 


hardly neceſſary to add, the man was made very happy i in 


the recovery of his loſt goods. SEE 

- The ſame lad was ſent a few days after to buy a piece 
of cheeſe; his fellow-ſervants did not like the taſte of it; 
he was deſired to change it—it' was one half of a Glou- 
ceſter cheeſe. He went back, and brought the other half; 
He was told, upon e it, it was the ſame. ll take 
my Bible oath of that, faid he, for it 1s the other half, I 
ſaw the man change it with my own eyes; - you may buy 


your cheeſe yourſelves for me. 


Milton was aſked by a friend, whether he would inſtru@ 


his daughters in the different languages? to which he 
replied, * No, Sir, one tongue is ſutticient for a+ wo- 
man.” LEY e $3 Rn 
The following ludicrous, thougk true circumſtance, 
happened laſt week: Mr. C-—=n, of Chigwell in Eflex, 
ſent a fine hare to, his friend in London ; the man-by 
whom it was ſent, having occaſion, ſtopped at an alehouſe 
near Stratford, called for a pint of beer, and went back- 
wards; in the mean time the landlord cruelly killed his 
cat, and put it into the baſket in lieu of the hare, which he 
/ concealed; the man purſued his journey, ſent in the baſker; 


was called in himſelf, and aſked if he had topped on the 


road? He anſwered in the affirmative, and the myſter: 
was cleared up. He received a reward, with thanks to 
his maſter for the intended preſent. He marched back 


with the cat, called again at the pot houſe, where he 


found only the ſervant girl, and a pot boiling; he called 


for another pint, and ſent the girl for a penny. worth of 
tobacco; in the mean time he took a fine piece of beef 


out of the pot, and put in the cat | 
One Collins was ſtopt in Red-Lion Street, Clerkenwell, 


Weich four hogs that he ſtole. He attempted to make his 
eſcape, but running into a court, through which there was 


no paſſage, he was taken and lodged in Clerkenwell Bride- 


well. Damn it,“ ſaid he as he entered, I have 


brought my hogs to a fine market! 


= 


The late General Carpenter, at a review on Black- 


heath, rode a charger that ſeemed crippled ; upon which 


I rode up to him, and acquainted hin with the circum- 
5 . 8 ſtance. 
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ſtance. Sir, ſaid he, I have tried every way to cure 
him, and have been diſappointed in all.“ * Indeed !? 
faid I, then the only thing 1 can recommend, General, 
5 to ſend him to the College of Phyſicians ia Warwick- 
ne. 1 . c 5 : 1 8 
My Lord,“ fays a Jew, I will be bail for that man 
for five thouſand pounds ; and at the time I will take my 
ote I am worth the moniſh.” I know you would,” re- 
plied his Lordſhip, * but I won't let you. OD, 
A fellow ſtole a hog at Loretto, and the perſon robbed 
employed a friar to reprove the thief: the admonition 
van thus; If you do not reſtore the animal, you muſt be 
damned, my fon; for the man and his hog. will riſe up - 
in judgment againſt you.“ Well, well, if they do, III 
Joon ſettle it by giving the man his hog again. | 


* 


A certain clergyman in the welt of England, being at 
the point. of death, a neighbouring brother, who had 
fome intereſt with his pation, applied to him for the next 
Preſentation; upon which the former, who ſoon after re- 
covered, upbraided him with the breach of friendſhip, 
and ſaid, he wanted his death. No, no, doctor, ſays the 
other, © you quite miſtake, it was your living I wanted. 
- A gentleman juſt. married, telling Foote, he had that 
morning laid out three thouſand pounds in jewels for his 
dear wife. Faith, ſir, ſays the wit, I ſee you are no 
_ hypocrite, for ſhe is truly your dear wife. f 
I you are not hanged,' faid Juſtice H—— to a horſe- 
Kealer, * Fl} be hanged for you.” Very well, your 
worſhip, faid the man, if it ſhould fo happen, I hope 
you will nat be out of the way l' | „„ 
Two Scotch Highlanders, a people different from the 
Scotch as our Welch are from us, and as noted for ſtu- 
pidity as the other Scotch are for acuteneſs, travelling to 
, London, enquired at Barnet, how many miles it was ? 
They were told ten. Hang it, Donald,“ inys one of 
them, it is but five miles apiece, let us go on!“ 
I' be late Lord mayor having company to dine with 
Him, invited the Duke of N=—, One of his ſervants, 
-a country booby, was deſired when he ſaw the Duke to be 
ſure to ſa) — his Grace: the Duke approaching, he began, 


| * 
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* Bleſs we beſeech thee, Kc. The .Duke was ſtruck with + 


the oddity of the ſervant, and gave him a guinea, for 
which the ſervant ſaid, * For what we have recog 
the Lord make us truly thankful ! B. 

There was a notable fat apothecary revolting: ata 
. tavern in Fleet-fireet; and, when his comrades had given 
him his load, they ſought for one to carry him home, | A 

orter was found to convey him in a baſket. He got 

m up with much trouble, and coming to Temple-bar, 

the gates were ſhut, for it was twelve at night. The 

porter knocks, the keeper comes, and deſires to know his | 

uſineſs. The porter anſwers, © A thing of great weight.” 

Upon ſeeing the baſket, the keeper aſked what was in it; 
the porter anſwered, * A pot 1 carry. 

Simon Cale, who kept the Ben Jonſon's Head FR 
Shoe: lane, kept a black. bird; one day, putting his finger 

to the cage, the bird bit him; D n it, how you pineh, 
ſays Simon; the bird being out of the cage, a kite took 
him up and flew off with 1 whilſt he kept exclaiming, 
© D—n it, how you pinch P 

A Welchman had ſentence of death paſſed upon him 
for having two wives. But he ſtormed and ſwore, Uds 
ſplit hur nails, he ſee no reaſon they had to hang hur for 
two wives, when the prieſt told hur, before a great people, 
hur might have fixteen : Four better, four 7 four 
richer, 16 ur poorer.) (Inſtead of For better, &.) 

Captain Alley, the celebrated prince of pocket. books, 
and pigeon plucker, on firſt being initiated inthe city 
militia, muſt needs ſeize on a muſket; it ſo happened, 
by his aukwardneſs of handling the piece, that he Eut his 
hand with the flint, which ſufficiently tried the courage 
of Mr. Alley, by bringing the blood up in his face. How. 
ever, to rid himſelf of” being laughed at, boldly and ſol- 
dier like exclaimed, Pn theſe fellows of nnd 
why cant they make their fints of wood P - 

Mr. ——, the barber of Cheapfide, from his being fo 
remarkable thin, 3 is uſually called the walking ruſhli Te. | 
One day ſtruttin about Barbers Hall, like a Half fledged 
turkey, Without legs and wings, a perlbn {a friend of his) 
denltode of * * him, was told he was ftalking 
about 


* 
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about the hall. I have heen there, ſays he, but could. 
not ſee him,” (he being ſhort ſighted). *< Oh, ſays the 
perſon who ſent him, if that is the caſe, he muſt have 
hid himſelf behind the handle of the hair broomP . 
Laſt ſeaſon being remarkably rainy, one of the per- 
formers at Vauxhall was aſked how they went on. Oh! 
{wimmingly,” replied he, | TS CO: 
At ſuch time as Cromwell, preſident Bradſhaw, and 
Ireton, were dug up, and hanged at Tyburn, one pafling 
ſaid, Who would ever have thought of Cromwell being 
hanged for treaſon ?“ O fir, ſaid another, this is nothing 
_ extraordinary; and pointing to Bradſhaw, added, there 
z @ preſident for it. 5 
A ſimple country juſtice in the weſt of England, being 
very deſirous of convicting any one brought before him 
r the honour of the office, having had a perſon produced 
to him of the name of Ilman for murder, whiſpered the 
clerk to put a K to it, as in his opinion it made very lutle 
difference; but however it convicted the man; for the 
jury being of the ſame opinion, the name of Killman ap- 
pearing ſo horrid, brought the man in guilty, and he was 
hanged accordingly. 3 6 
Sir Francis Blake Delaval, having married an extreme 
ugly lady, though very rich, was aſked by her friends, 
how he could think of marrying ſo ordinary a woman? 
Look ye,“ ſaid be, © I bought her by weight, and paid 
nothing for faſhion.” / FT, 3 
em very ill, ſaid a man; I don't think I can live 
a week“ * Keep up your ſpirits, ſays another, you 
may live a fortnight ” 5 | | | | 
Mr. being at one of the city entertainments, was 
requeſted to fing a ſong ; he politely declined, alledging 
he was fo indifferent a performer in that way, and his 
finging would rather diſguſt than entertain, ove of the 
company obſerved that he bad a good voice, and had had 
the pleaſure of hearing him fing. That may be, re- 
plied Mr.; but as I am not a freeman, I have no 
eoice in the city ! . 5 3 
One telling another, That he had once ſo excellent 
2 gun, that it went off immediately upon a thief's com- 


ing 


y 


( 
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ing into the houſe, although it was not charged.” *How 
the devil can that be?* faid the other. Becauſe, ſaid 


the firſi, © the thief carried it off, and what was worſe, 


before I had time to charge him with it.“ 


A parſon, thinking to banter an honeſt Quaker, aſced 
him, Where his religion was before George Fox's time?” 


© Where thine was, ſays the Quaker, before Harry 


Tudor's time“ Now, thou haſt been free with me,” 


added the Quaker, * pr'ythee let me aſk thee a queſ- 
tion —* Where was Jacob ;oing when he was turned of 


ten years of age? canſt thou tell that? . No, ſaid the 
parſon, nor you neither, I believe. Yes, I can, re- 


plied the Quaker, he was going into his eleventh year; 
Was ne got?! VVV | 
There being a great diſturbance one night at Drury- 
lane Play-houſe, the late Mr Wilkes, coming upon the 
ſtage to ſay ſomething to pacify the audience, had an 
orange thrown full at him; which when he had taken 


up, making a low bow, with the Orange in his hand, | . 


This is no civil orange, I think,” ſaid he. | 
Purcel, as he had the character of a great.punſter, was 


deſired, one night, in company, by a gentleman, to 


make a pun extempore. Upon what ſubje& ? ſaid Da- 
niel. The King,” anſwered the other. Oh, fir, ſaid 


he, the King is no ſubject.” | 


A certain author was telling George Sewel, that a paſ- 
ſage he found fault with in his poem might be juſtified, 
and that he thought it a metaphor: It is ſuch a one 


then, ſaid the doctor, as, truly, I never Met-a fore. 


1 


A nobleman going out one day, called Teague to the 
ſide of his chariot, and bade him tell Mr. Such a-one, if 
he came, that he ſhould be at home at dinner. But 
when my lord was got acroſs the ſquare in which he _ 
lived, Teague came puffing after him, and calling to the 
coachman to ſtop ; upon which my lord, pulling the 


ſt: ing, deſired to know what Teague wanted. My 


lord, faid he, you bade me tell Mr. Such a-one, if he 
came, that you would be at home at dinner, but what am 


J to tell him if he docs not come: TS ed.” 


An Iriſh baronet, going out with a gentleman, was 
3 e e 


cg 


| 
| 


- 


IT JESTS, JOKES; AND 


3 awe. td Aa ear ler wnored — 2E ares 1 Ra 22 — — „ n a 
- A. -- — -- 


met by his nurſe, who begged ſome charity, as the times 
went” hard with her, Phe baronet ſaid to her, in a 
paſhon,, .* I will. give you Eee you played me a 
ſcandalous trick in my infancy.“ The old woman, aſto- 
niſhed, aſked what ſhe had done to him; to which he 
anſwered, *I wag a fine boy, and you changed me. 

A ſchool maſter aſking one of his boys, in a ſharp 
wintery morning, what was the Latin for cold, the boy 
heſitated a little. What, ſirrah, ſaid he, can't you. 
tell?” © Yes, yes, replied the boy, I have it at my 
fingers ends,” | | 15 "= 
A very young officer ſtriking an old grenadier of his 
company for ſome ſuppoſed fault in performing his evo- 
lutions, was unable to reach any higher, than his legs. 
The grenadier upon this infantine aſſault, gravely took off 
his cap, and holding it over the officer, by the tip, ſaid, 

Sir, if you were not my officer, I would extinguiſh you.” 
A gentlewoman growing big with child, who had two 

gallants, one of them with a wooden leg; the queſtion 
was put, which of the two ſhould father the child. He 
who had the wocden leg offered to decide it thus: If 
the child,” ſays he, * comcs into the world with a wooden 
leg, Iwill faiher-it ; if not, it muſt be yours. 

A ſharper of the town ſeeing a country gentleman fit 
alone at an inn, and thinking ſomething might be made 
of him, he went ard ſat near him; and took the liberty 
to drink to him. Having thus introduced himſelf, he 
called for a paper of tobacco; and ſaid, * Do you fmoke, 
fir?* © Yes, fays the gentleman, very gravely, * any one 
that has a deſign upon me.“ | | 
One aſked dir John Milleſcent, a man of wit, How 

he did to conform himſelf to the grave juſtices, his bro- 
thers, when they met?' Why, in faith, aniwered he, 


r 


II have no way but to drink myſelf down to the capacity 


of the bench * 1 

Sir Drue Drery called for tobacco- pipes at a tavern, 
The waiter brought ſome, and, in laying them down on 
the table, broke moſt of them, Sir Drue ſwore a great 
. oath, that they were made. of the ſame metal with the 
' Commandments. * Why fo ?? ſays one. Beeaufe they 
are ſo ſoon broken. A gen- 
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A gentleman who called to pay a morning viſit to 
Foote, took notice of a buſt of Garraek on a bureau. 
Po you know.my reaſon,” fays Foote, for making Gar- 
rick ſtand fentry there!!“ No, replied his friend. 1 
placed him there, refumed the wit, “ to take care of 
: Mi money, for by G—d I can't take care of it _my= 


"ey > 
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When the diſtinguiſned Major Rogers took up his 
abode in a ſpunging houſe, in Southampton Buildings, 
Holborn, like a true philefopher, he endeavoured to 
make his ſituation as agreeable as poſſible; he therefore 
one day, out of a whim, ſent ecards of invitation to all 
the bailiffs who frequented the houſe, to come and dine 
with him. They accordingly came, and being in high 
| ſpirits, after dinner, one of them being called upon for a 
toaſt, gave, The d—I ride roughſhod over the raſcally 
part of the creation,” When every body was going to 
drink the toaſt, the Major (who was at the bottom of the 
table) cried out, Stop, gentl:men, every man fill a bum- 
per.'—" Oh, there's no o j for that,“ fays one of the 
company: * Yes, but there is,” ſays the Major, con- 
fider, it is a family toaſt, and ought to be done juſ- 
tice to.? . | 1 9 | OT 
Lady W=——— is celebrated in Scotland for wit and 
beauty. Happening to be at an aftembly in Edinburgh, 
a young gentleman, the fon of his majeRty's printer, wha 
had the patent for publiſhing Bibles, made his appear- 
ance, dreſfed in green and gold. Being a new face, and 
extremely elegant, he attracted the attention of the whole 
company. A general murmur prevailed in the room, to 
learn who he was; lady W inſtantly made anſwer, 


loud enough to be heard, Oh! don't you know him? 


& young Bible, bound in calf and gilt but not let - 
ter d. . 1 | ' 

A brave tar, with a wooden leg, who was on board 
Admiral Parker's fleet in the late engagement with the 
Dutch, having the misfortune to have the other ſhot off, 
as his comrades were conveying him to the ſurgeon, not- 
wichſtanding che poignaney of his agonies, being a man 
of humour, he could. not 1 his joke, ſaying, It 
e JE 2 Was 
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was as high time for him to Fram of play when his Jak pin 
was bowled down. 

Foote and Garrick being at a tavern. together at the. 
time of the firſt regulation of the gold coin, the former 
. pulling out his purſe to pay the reckoniag, aſked the lat- 
ter, What he ſhould do with a light guinea he had? 
< *Pſhaw, it's worth nothing, ſays Garrick, * fling | it to 
the Devil.“ Well, David? ſays the other, * you are 
what always took you for, ever contriving to make a gui- 
nea go farther than any other man. 

Foote being told that a man in an high office, which 
gave him an opportunity of handling much caſh, had mar- 
ried his kept miſtreſs, * Good God!“ ſaid he, that 
fellow is always robbing the public.” 

Mrs, Macaulay having publiſhed her Looſe Thoughts, 
Mr. Garrick was aſked if he did not think it a ftrange 
title for a lady to chooſe ?—* By no means,” replied he, 

the ſooner a woman gets rid of ſuch nee the 
better. 

A lady being in, ſent for a phyſician, and on his leav- | 
ing the room, gave a fee of two guineas. This ſhe re- 
peated ſeveral times, and one day ſhe gave him a fingle 
guinea, This by ſome accident fell upon the floor, when 
the doctor picked it up. and turning to the lady, with a 
ſignificant look, ſaid, Madam, I believe I have dropt a 
guinea? .. © No, Doctor, replied the lady, ſmartly, *?twas 
I who dropt the guinea,” | 
At the laſt coronation, a gentleman paid fix guineas for 
a ſcat in Weſtminſter-abbey; the initant the king entered, 
he turned to a gentleman beſide him, and proteſted he 
was the greateſt fool in Britain. Indeed ! ſaid the gen- 
| tleman, * how ſo, Sir? © Why, Sir, I have paid ſix 

aa for a ſeat here; when. his Majeſty, who can much 

better afford it, comes in for a crown f 

A young lady of Chicheſter was playing at What is it 

Like, in company where was preſent an old lady of 
venerable character, named Boucher: ſhe likened the 
thing thought on to Mrs. Boucher's ſtick. It proved to 
be the Hiltory of Pamela. The Hiſtory of Pamela, 

ſaid ſhe, is like Mrs, e ſtick, hecauſe it is the 
lapport of v virtue. 3 I was 
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I was walking, ſome. years ago, with the lovely lady- - 
Sarah B—, who finding herſelf teazed by an old beggar- 
man, haſtily turned round and told him, ſhe had got no- 
thing; I am ſorry for that, my ſweet young lady, faid 
the old man; old as J am, I have got a little!“ Her 
ladyſhip ſmiled, turned abouk and gave him a crown. 
A farmer near my cowhtry ſeat having married a 
woman who weighed twenty-five ſtone; I could not help 
remarking to lady Beity T'——, That he married a 


_— 


woman ot great ſubſtance.” „ | 
As lady B-L=, now lady T—, was preſiding one 
evening ata tea table, one of her ruffles caught the flame 
of the tea-lamp, and burned before it could be extin- 
guiſhed. Lord M—, who was of the party,.and thought 
to be witty on the accident, remarked, * He, did not 
think her Jadyſhip ſo apt to tate fre. — Nor am I, my 
lord,” ſays ſhe, with great readineſs, © from ſuch ſparks as 
you.” __ | | 5 
: General B- being at a country play laſt ſummer, 
the entertainment happened to be the Stage Coach, which 
was acted ſo wretchedly, that it was impoſſible to make 
head or tail of it: —as ſoon as the curtain cloſed, and one 
of the performers came to give out the next play, the Ge- 
neral begged leave to aſk the name of the entertainment 
juſt finiſhed. © The Stage Coach, fir,” ſays Buſkin, bow- 


„ 


ing very reſpectfully. O then, ſir, ſays the General, 


will you be ſo good to let me know when you perform 

this again, that I might be an ozt/ide paſſenger. 
During the time oi General Bell iſle's confinement in 

Windſor Caſtle, as a party of ſoldiers were marching 


there, to be ſet as guards over him; a gentleman meeting 


them on the road, aſked where they were going, and upon 
what buſineſs ? when one of the officers, fond of punning, 
replied, * We are going to Windſor to keep a General 
Faſt.” : Sy 1 VVT 
3 Yet Mansfield being willing to ſave a man that had 
ſtole a watch, deſired the jury to value it at ten- pence; 
upon which the proſecutors cried out, Ten-pence, my 
Lord! why the very faſhion of it coſt me five pounds.“ 
* Oh, ſays his Lordſhip, we muſt not hang a man for 
.Aſlions lake. en Wiles oo 1% n_ 
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The Lord North and Grey, when Mrs. Rogers the 


actreſs was young and handſome, uſed to dangle after 


her; and one night being behind the ſcenes, ſtanding 
with his arms folded in the poſture of a deſponding lover, 
aſked her, with a figh, © What was a cure for love?“ 
Four lordſhip,” ſaid the, * the beſt in the world.“. 
The coun: de Grance being wounded in the knee 
with a muſket ball, the ſurgeons made many inciftons, 
Loſing patience at laſt, he aſked them why they cut and 
carved him ſo cruelly ?' We ſeek for the ball ;* ſaid 
they. Why the devil did you not ſpeak before, faid 
the count; I have it in my pocket.” | 
A man ſeeing in the ſtreet Jes Petites Peres, an old 
woman, who drove ſome aſſes, ſaid, © Adieu, mother of 
affes.” Adieu, adieu, wy ſon, anſwered ſhe. The 
man felt his ears grow as he walked along. 
A peaſant, being condemned to be hanged, ſent for a 
_ furgeon to be bled; to whom he ſaid, I have never 
mon bled, and it is ſaid that the firſt bleeding faves one's 
Counſel is always granted to criminals for their de- 
fence. A robber, being furprized in picking a pocket 
in the Grand Chamber of Juftice, it was reſolved to pro- 
ceed againſt him in a ſummary way, for fo daring an 
offence. An advocate was however allotted to the pri- 
foner for counſel ; who taking him aſide, faid, Is it 
true that you picked this pocket?“ It is true, fir, 
_ Haid the culprit, © but indeed Hyſh P faid the coun- 
| fel, © the very beſt counſel I can give you, is to run 
away as faſt as you can.“ The robber profited by the 
advice; and ran off by the back ſtairs. The counſel 
returned to the bar; and was aſked by the firſt preſident, 
what he had to ſay in behalf of his party; Gentlemen,” 
anſwered the advocate, the wretch confeſſed to me his 
crime; and, as he was not guarded, and I was named to 
give him my beſt advice, I have adviſed him to run 
away, He has followed my advice.“ Much laughter 
aroſe ; for nothing could be ſaid againſt the advocate. 
It belonged to the court to give orders; and to the of- 
fcers to take care that the prifoner ſhould not eſcape. 
_ Te A Lady 


| 
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A Lady ſering t the ſherif of a county, who was a ry 
handſome yonng gentleman, attending the judge, Who 
was an old man; a gentleman ſtanding by, aſked her 
which ſhe liked beſt, the judge or the ſheriff? the lady 
told him, the ſheriff: * Why ſo?* ſaid the gentleman. 
© Becauſe,” anſwered ſhe, chough I love Judgment well, I 
love execution better.“ 

A countrymen going into the office of the Commons 
where the wills are kept, and gazing on the huge vo- 


lumes on the ſhelves, aſked if thoſe were all 4:bles ? 


No, Sir, anſwered one of the clerks, * they are ta- 

mented”: 

A gentleman at dinner one day, expteſied his partiality 

for all kinds of internals ; when the lady of the houſe, 

. who had known him for a ſeries of years, very ſhrewdly 
obſerved, That he was miſtaken, as he neither liked 

cow-heel nor calf's foot.” | 

Lady H— one day ſaid to her Lord, who is much at- 
tached to reading, „ wiſh I was a hook: that I 
always have your company.“ Then,” anſwered he, I 
ſhould with you an almanack, that I might chauge once 
a year.“ 

When General Coote was a young man, his eldeſt 
brother had a ſmall living in Kilruſh, a mean village, f- 
tuated in the moſt deſolate ard barren part of Ireland. 
One day the divine was reading the account from the 
Bible, of the formation of the world ; and when he came 
to that part, which ſays, * aud God ſaw all was good,” 
Mr. Coote ſtopped him, proteſting, if it was ſo, the Al- 
mighty muſt have had his thumb upon that part of the 
globe where they were then ſituated, and did not conſe- 
quently ſee i Ns elſe he would not have made ſuch an a- 
ſertion, 

A A witneſs on a trial being interrogated by Judge Wills 
in a manner not pleaſing to him, turned to an acquaint- 
. ance, and told him in a half. wbiſper „He did not come 
there to be gueer'd by the old one. Wills heard him, and 
ſtantly replied, in his own cant, I am old, tis true,. 
and I'm rum ſometimes—and for once I'll be gueer—and 


1¹ tend to 1. a bo | 
„ Priſon. . 


* as 
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© tet 


| "The firſt ni night that Mr. Diamond wade his appearance 
at Drury-lane theatre, Lady Spencer was obſerving to 
Sir G. W——n, who ſat near her, what a number of 
Jeaus were in the houſe. © O Lord! Madam,“ ſays Sir 
George, I do not wonder at that; conſider, ey are aſ- 
ſembled to try the value of a Diamond.” \ 5 
The Earl of B. who is well known to be a lover of 
virtue, called at a broker's ſhop in one of his morning 
walks, where he had bought many pictures. The broker 
died the day before, and lay in his coffin in a back room; 
and the wife of the deceaſed was out about ſome buſi- 
neſs. It ſo happened that ſhe left a woman to mind the 
ſhop, who made light of ſacrificing modeſty to a ſtroke 
of humour; and who, we muſt ſuppoſe, had an intrigue | 
of ſome ſtanding with the deceaſed : for when his Lord- 
ſhip aſked if ſhe had avy* dead game, (meaning thereby 
pictures) ſhe replied, © The beſt ſhe had ever met with, 
and inſtantly led his AP to take a view of the 
corp/e. | 
Dr. Johnſon beivg one night at Drum lane threatre, 
to fee Mr. Garrick play Macbeth; in one of the moſt in- 
tereſting ſcenes of the play, he and the whole company 
in the box where he fat were interrupted by the imperti- 
nence of a young man of faſhion, who infiſted on havin 

a place, thongh none was kept for him: the diſturbance | 
continued until the end of the act; when the Doctor, 
turning about with great contempt, cried, © Pſhaw, Sir, 
| 2 can you be ſo miſtaken ? ? Your Mey is in the nn 
„ 5 

= A porter going to Mr. Blaſt's houſe one auy with a 
load upon his back, ſaid to a gentleman that he met in 
the Haymarket; Pray, your honour, can you tell me 
where Mr. Blaſt lives ?* « Mr. Blaſt? Blaſt did you 
ſay ?” replied the gentleman. © Yes, Blaſt, your ho- 
' Bour,? ſaid the porter. This odd connection of words, 
though not intended to give any offence, fo irritated 
the gentleman, that he not only refuſed to give the 


porter information, but in a rage, gave him a hearty : 
Sang with his cane. 
| A Mr. 
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A Mr. Hare breakfaſted with the celebrated Mr. Fox 
ſome time ago, whoſe dealings with the Jews were pretty 
extenſive. Looking out of the window, he perceived a 
number of the money-hunting tribe about the door, 
upon which he called out, Pray, gentlemen, are ye fox- 
hunting or Hare-hunting this morning ?? | 

Foote ſcolding the people under the ſtage about the 
bad ſtate of the lamps; What's the matter, Charley!“ 
ſaid Weſton, hearing Foote's voice: Don't you know 
that he is not well?” © What's the matter, Charley?“ 
* Why, the riſing of the lights! | 


A girl ſaid to her young lover, I ſhall grant you all 


you aſk, after you have given me what you have not; 
what you cannot have; and yet may give me — A 
huſband. F 5 3 
A ſcholar, a bald man, and a barber, travelling toge- 
ther, agreed each to watch four hours at night, in turn, 
for the ſake of ſecurity. The barber's lot came firſt, who 
ſhaved the ſcholar's head when aſleep, then waked him 
when his turn came. The ſcholar ſcratching his head, 
and feeling it bald, exclaimed, © You wretch of a barber, 
you have waked the bald man inſtead of me.“ 
A law-ſuit aroſe in an univerſity, upon the point, 
Whether the doctors in law, or the doctors in medicine, 


ſhould hold the precedence? The judge aſked the coun- 


Cil, Whether it was uſual for the thief or the hangman 
to walk firſt at an execution? —Being anſwered, That the 
thief always walked firſt. * Then,” ſaid the judge, let 
the doctors in law have the precedence ; and the doctors 
in medicine be next in rank.” | = 
A blackſmith of a village murdered a man, and was 
condemned to be hanged. The chief peaſants of the 
place joined together, and begged the Alcade, that the 
blackſmith might not ſuffer, becauſe he was neceſſary to 
the place, who could not do without a blackſmith, to 
ſhoe horſes, mend wheels, &c. But the Alcide ſaid, 


How then can I fulfil juſtice? A labourer an- 


ſwered, Sir, there are two weavers in the village, and 
for ſo ſmall a place, one is enough, hang the other.“ 


Mi N 
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Put a Gaſcon into the moſt difficult adventure, and he 

will find an iſſue. A cadet of that country, a ſubaltern 
officer, left the army, to return home. The purſe of this 
gentleman was very light, and was exhauſted when he 
_ was fifty leagues from his reſidence. How ſhall he act? 
He arrived, in the evening, at a capital inn. By his 
manners and effrontery his purſe was believed to be well 
garniſhed. © Come, ſaid he to the landlord, * good 
Cheer, and a good fire!! He was ſerved to his wiſh, Af- 
ter ſupper, he was ſhewn to an excellent bed. Having 
digeſted his ſupper, and his ſtratagem, he roſe in the 
middle of the night; and, by a trap-door he had looked 
for and ſeem by day, he aſcended to the roof of the 
Houſe, and hiding his breeches in an unſearchable corner, 
he returned to bed. On the morning, he ordered the 
ſervant-girl to make a briſk fire, for it was very cold. 
Meantime he ſearched for his breeches. * My body,? 
ſaid he, do I dream? Where are my breeches?* In 
fine, all the family was ſummoned ; the whole houſe was 
ſearched ; but no breeches, All the time, the Gaſcon 
amuſed himſelf with exclamations : Has the devil taken 
my breeches? This is the moſt amazing thing I ever 
met with!“ The landlord enters; a new ſearch is be- 
gun; the houſe is turned topſy-turvy; but ſtill no 
breeches. After a thorough ſearch, the Gaſcon ſaid to 
the landlord, © You know that J did not come here with- 
out breeches, What I regret moſt is the loſs of twenty 
piſtoles in them. Summon. your ſervants, put them to 
the queſtion.” At laſt the Gaſcon exclaimed, © What is 
to be done? I do not wiſh to bring you before a court of 
Juſtice, though I ſhould Gon be believed on my 
word. But I am no Normand: I do not love to wud, 


If we came to law, it ſhould coſt you very dear; but I 
have compaſſion on you, and am willing even to leſe. 
Give me ten or twelve piſtoles, and a new pair of 
breeches, and I am gone.” The landlord, glad to be ſo 
off, gave him a new pair of breeches of his own, with the 
ten piſtoles; and they parted very well pleaſed with each 


| other. 


One 
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One faying to another, You ſpeak fooliſhly. He an- 
ſwered, It is that you may underſtand me“ 
A gentleman talking to a fiſherman one day at Brigh- 
ton, aſked him whether the Prince of Wales ever went to 
church? Lord, pleaſe your honour, (ſaid the fiſherman) 


* 


what ſhould he go to church for ? we poor ſouls are 


obliged to pray for ourſelves, but there are enough to pray 
for i..., nee; iy FOES ; 

A A filly fop being in company with L—y F-—, and 
wanting his ſervant, cried out, © Where is my block- 
head ?” Upon your ſhoulders,” replied the lady. 

Dr. O- having been out a ſhooting one whole 
morning, without killing any thing, his ſervant begged 
leave to go over into the next field, for he was fare there 


were ſome birds there; and, adds the man, if there are, 


_ PH doctor them.” Doctor them?” ſays the maſter, 

* what do you mean by that ? Why, kill them, Sir.“ 
The curate de L — went to ſee the princefs of 
C. . After paying his reſpecta, the princeſs d2- 
fired him to fit down, which he did. A moment after he 
was ſeated, he perceived ſomething white hanging from 
his chair. It was the handkerchief of the princeſs. Ima- 
gining it was the flap of his ſhirt, which had fallen out 
of his breeches, he bluſhed, and grew pale by turns, and 
_ endeavoured to replace it. The handkerchief was very 
large, and it coſt him great trouble to conceal it, ſo that 


he ſweat, and ſuffered extremely from the agitation of 


his mind. During this painful operation, he anſwered 
the princeſs's queſtions with great embarraſſment ; till, at 
length, having accompliſhed it, he grew calm; and, 
pleaſed with having eſcaped ſuch a confuſion, began to 
diſcourſe with gaiety. Unluckily for him, two ladies were 
witneſſes of this odd ſcene, though the princeſs was occue 
pied with her work, and with many efforts had concealed 
their laughter. Soon after, the princeſs aſking for her 
handkerchief, the ladies could no longer contain, but 
burſt out a laughing. The princeſs, aſtoniſhed, afked 
the cauſe of this mirth; and the ladies were forced to 
tell, that they laughed becauſe they had ſeen the curate 
hide the handkerchief in a ny ſecret place. The cu- 

jo Ro Wes 2 ö rate 
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rate not knowing what to make of this, the ladies were 
obliged to explain. The curate, in a fever of confuſion, . - 
drew the handkerchief from its new abode, and preſented 
it to the princeſs ; who, full of humanity, was extremely 
concerned at his diſorder ; but could not refrain ſaying, 
Keep the handkerchief, Sir, you have bought it very dear. 

A gentleman of the name of Addiſon, after ſpending 
the evening with ſeveral good fellows, became at length 
ſo much intoxicated as to be unable to ſpeak, and, re- 
clining his head on a table, fell into a ſound ſleep ; on 
which one of the company, who ſat oppoſite, remarked, . 
that their friend, Mr. Addiſon, was at preſent neither a 
TarTLER nor a SPECTATOR, but might ſpeedily want 
SGT ARDIANG = | EET ED 
A courtier being ſuſpected of impotency, and always 


— —— 


denying the charge, met Benſerade, who had often rallied 
him on it, and ſaid, * My good Sir, notwithſtanding your 


precious wit, my wife was yeſterday brought to bed.“ 
* What then?” ſaid Benſerade, nobody accuſed your 
wite ?? M | . 

A miſtreſs of a boarding - ſchool at Chelſea, who was 
very red faced, taxing one of her ſcholars with ſome 
faults, the young lady denied it, hut coloured at tlie ac- 
cuſation; Nay,” ſays the miſtreſs, © I am ſure it muſt 


be true, for you bluſh.” Pardon me, ſaid ſhe, * it is 
only the reflection of your face.” 8 


_ i$$44C FAC-TOTUM, © 
Barber, Perriwig-Maker, Surgeon, Pariſb- 
- Clerk, Schoolmaſter, Blackſmith, 
. and Man- Midwife. | 


Shaves for a penny, cuts hair for two-pence, Young + 
ladies genteely educated. . Lamps lighted by the year 


or quarter. Alſo Pſalm-finging and horſe-ſhoeing by the 


real maker. Likewiſe makes and mends all forts of boots 
and ſhoes, teaches the hoboy and Jew's-harp, cuts corns, 
bleeds and bliſters on the loweſt terms. 

Cow-tilions, and other dances, taught at home or 


abroad. Alſo deals wholeſale and retail. Sells all ſorts 
of ſtationary ware, together with blacking- balls, red- 


herrings, 
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cle, moufe-traps, and all other ſorts of ſweetmeats. | 
N. B. I teach Jografy, and them outlandiſh kind of 


things. A ball on Wedneſdays and Fridays. All per- J 


formed (God willing) by me, h OY 
33 1 Jaac Fac-Totum. 


The Lord North and Grey, when Mrs. Rogers the 
actreſs was young and handſome, uſed to dangle after 
her ; and one night behind the ſcenes, ſtanding with his 
arms folded in the poſture of a deſponding Lover, aſked 
her, with a ſigh, What was a cure for lowe ? Your lordſhip, 
ſaid ſhe, the beſt in the aworld. | EE : 


A country fellow, who was juſt come to London, gap⸗ | 


ing about in every ſſiop he came to, at laſt looked into a 

ſcrivener's, where ſeeing only one man ſitting at. a deſk, 
he could not imagine what commodity was ſold there; 

but calling to the clerk, Pray, Sir,“ ſaid he, what do 

you ſell here?“ Loggerheads, cried the other. Do you © 
anſwered the countryman, Egad then you have a ſpecial 

trade, for I ſee you have but one left. 1 95 

A proud parſon, and his man, riding over a common, 


ſaw a ſhepherd tending his flock, and having a new coat 


- on, the parſon aſked him, in a haughty tone, bo game 


herringe, fine gingerbread, coals, ſcrubbing bruſhes, trea- | 


— 


him that coat ? The ſame, ſaid the ſhepherd, that clbatbhed | 


you ; the pariſh. The parſon, nettled at this, rode on, 
murmuring, alittle way, and then bade his man go back, 


and aſk the ſhepherd, * If he would come and live with 


him? for he wanted a fool. The man going accordingly 


to the ſhepherd, delivered his maſter's meſſage, and con- 


cluded as he was ordered, That his maſter wanted a fool; 


Why, are you going awvay then? ſaid the ſhepherd. No, 


anſwered the other. Then you may tell your maſter, re- 


plied the ſhepherd, his living cannot maintain three 


N mw” 
One Eaſter Monday, an arch rogue meeting a blind 


woman, who was crying puddings and pies, took her by | 


the arm, and ſaid, Come along with me, Dame, I am 
going to Moorfields, where, this holiday-time, you may 
chance to meet with good cuſtom,'— Thank „ 

8 wh 


1 
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Sir, ſays ſhe. Whereupon he conducted her to Cripple- 
gate church, and placed her in the middle aiſſe. Now,“ 
tays he, © you are in Moorfields; which ſhe believing to 
be true, immediately eried out, Hot puddings and pres ! 


caufed the whole congregation to burſt out into a loud 
laughter; and the clerk came and told her, ſhe was in 
Church; © You are a lying ſon of a whore, ſays ſhe, 
Which ſo enraged the clerk, that he dragged her ont of 
the church; ſhe curſing him all the while; nor would ſhe 
believe him till ſhe heard the organ play. | | 
Two ſeholars being in a tavern, fell a talking, in pre- 
fence of their hoſt, of the great Platonic year; in which, 
they ſaid, after thirty thouſand years, every thiug ſhall re- 
vert to its former ſtate. The hoſt ſeeming much pleafed 
with the novelty of the idea, one of them ſaid to the land- 
lord, that, ſeeing every thing was, in thirty thoufand 
| rs, to revert to its preſent condition, they hoped he 
would truſt them till then, and they would pay him moſt 
faithfully. The hoſt, who was a ſhrewd fellow, replied, 
* Gentlemen, I will truſt you with all my heart; but, as 
thirty thouſand years ago you muſt have been juſt 
this ſum in my debt, I muſt inſiſt on being paid that 
_ rſt? W Be I 
A bad painter, who had never produced any thing of 
worth, went to another place, and commenced phyſician. 
A perſon who knew him, meeting him there, aſked the 
reaſon of his change. Becauſe, {aid he, if I now com- 
mit faults, the earth covers them.“ | | 
Some ladies walking in the fields, met a labourer with a 
little kid, which he was carrying to market. See! feel? 
faid one of them, What a pretty little goat, though it has 
no horns.“ The ruſtic cried, © Ladies, it is not mar- 
The Archbiſhop of Toledo ſtanding at a window, and 
ſeeing a clown beat his aſs moſt unmercifully, opened the 
_exſement, and called out, Have done, have done, you 
ſcoundrel, elſe I ſhall have you whipt.“ The'clown an- 
fwered, © Your pardon, good maſter ; I did not know my 
als bad friends at court? - TEE hoy © Ws 0 | 
gr | : 15 5 n 
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Bot puddings and pies ! Come, they are all hot! c. which | 
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An Iriſh ens: in Minotea, was found ws gentle- 
man, who came to viſit him in a morning, a little ruffled; 
and being aſked the reaſon, he replied, that he had loſt 
a pair of fine black filk ſtockings out of his room, that coft 
him eighteen fhillings; but he hoped he ſhould get them 
again, for he had ordered them to be cried, with a reward 
of half a crown for the perſon who brought them. His 
friend obſerving, that this was too poor a recompence for 

ſuch a pair of ſilk ſtockings, Phoh, war, replied he; i 4 
refed the crier to ſay they were evorſfted, 7 
The late George Willis, a fellow in low nnn but: Aa ok 
of a conſiderable ſhare of wit, and of infinite comedy, 
coming home very drunk one afternoon, This habit of © 
_ drinking, ſaid his wife, avill 3 . 

ſaid George, my nights will be the longer... 


N ard. 
A man, who had ſore eyes, te. to a Doctor for re- 
lief, who told him to leave off drink ing brandy; why, ſaid 
the patient, you drink brandy, and yet have ſore eyes 
£ Aye but, ſaid the Doc lor, * love brandy better than me 
eyes... 
"Ow Captain Smith's N to take ee in the 
Temple, he was aſked by the pretty chambermaid two 
guineas per week. Oh, my dear creature, replied the ſon 
of Mars, I will pay it with the greateſt pleaſure in life, if 
you could be * with the lodging; then Vm afraid it 
wont anſwer your purpoſe, Sir, anſwered the girl; 4 * ä 


I muſt be let alone.” 


| You villain, ſaid one man to another, your fuher was 
a murderer, and your brother a pirate; well, I know that, 
| ſaid the other; but you can't ſay they were © zaylors.? 

Are my feats ready, fellow, bawled a well known 
ſwell ar Dolly $3 _ replied-. the waiter ; but T ke 
your chops are. | 

The Duke of Q=———= gallanting with Mrs. Harris, 
the fruit woman, was Ty Tb Lord M=—, if ſhe was 
not afraid of the conſequences ; no, an pleaſe b ur Lord- 

ſhip, ſaid ſhe, his Grace is like an n old clock, he can 1 
but can't As 


* 


* * A ; 


SALT, fruiterer, removed from Pepper Ally to Vinegar 4 


© JESTS, Jokss, 4 

I am a wretched fellow, ſaid a baker to a printer, my 
wiſe keeps her bed. I am more unhappy than you, ſaid the 
latter; for my wife has ſeld it. 

Dignum and Kean the mimic, were both taylors; Rad 
win met them arm in arm one day, I never ſee thoſe men 
together, ſaid Edwin, but they put me in mind of one 


e 


of Shakeſpere's comedies; but which of them ; * why, 


1% for Meaſure." 


Miſter, I hope you don't call thoſe tegs ; yes, Ido; can 


you give me a better pair: I can't give you worſe. But 


harkee, don't go too near the horſcguards : © aubyz © if | 


| you do, they will ſteal them for drum flicks? 
When Charles F— was teazed by ſome Hebrew. cre- 


ditors for money, he told them he would diſcharge their 
debts as ſoon as poſſible; but, Mr. F—, name the 


day; the day of Judgment. Oh, Miſhter F, that 


Will 'be too biſhy a day ic io us „ . ngk Myjes, wel make 


it the day after,” | 
Have you ſeen our aunt © Mary! ? © Yes, I deve How 


does ſhe lock “' * Oh, vaſtly well, like a hapurth of r | 


alter a hard week's Waſhing. 


The noted Barrington being apprehend ed for ſtealing a 1 5 


watch, a gentleman aſked: what Mas his offence; he archly 


replied, he was only charged with Peking a waſherwo- 


man's pocket of a pail of ſoap ſuds. 
At a butcher's in Fleet market, a man aſked the price 


ofa ſhculder of mutton; © two and two-pence,” ſaid the 
butcher: © two and two pence,” you varlet, 1 can buy 


3. new one for that.” 


Yeſterday I ſaw a moſt terrible wind, ik a one to an- 


ehen You ſaw a wind; why, I never heard of a wind 

being ſeen: what was it like? Like, why 1 it was IEG 
| fo have blown my houſe down. 

L That fine talents may ariſe out of obſcurity was never 

more exempliſied than in the following inſtance; the Man 

ef the People, when a boy, was puzzled for years to hnd 
aut the art and. e of Ps a * fale 2 91 
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